Argument against King 
conspiracy irrational 

There is something askew in the un- 
equivocal tone of Richard Willing's review 
of Gerald Posner’s new book. Killing the 
Dream ("Putting to rest King plot, giving 
his message life," Book Reviews, Life, 
April 9). 

The way Willing praises Posner for not 
only sustaining the “official" version of 
Martin Luther King’s death but also for de- 
stroying all other credible theses goes be- 
yond mere arrogance; it's cynicism of the 
worst variety. 

The nature of any thinking person is to 
indeed question authority, a fact that 
eludes both Posner and Willing. There is 
no clearer proof of their irrational logic 
than in Posner’s claim: “That James Earl 
Ray has lived 30 years after the murder is 
persuasive evidence that professional con- 
spirators were not involved.” 

Isn’t Posner betraying this very senti- 
ment in his other book on JFK, Case 
Closed, when he ignores the multitude bf ; 
documented deaths as evidence of a con- 
spiracy? 

This only showcases Posner's slippery 
relationship with truth, switching method- 
ology from subject to subject 

Neither he nor Willing’s fawning review 
should have been printed without stronger 
editorial restraint 

Oliver Stone, filmmaker 
Santa Monica, Calif. 
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